
How Poor Drainage Affects Your Yard & What You Can 

Do About It 

 

Proper yard drainage is essential for maintaining a healthy, attractive, and functional outdoor 

space. Without it, excess water can cause a range of issues, from plant damage to foundation 

problems. Whether you have standing water after heavy rains or constant soggy patches, poor 

drainage is a problem that requires immediate attention. In this blog, we will explore the effects 

of poor drainage and what you can do to resolve it with the help of yard drainage services. 

Effects of Poor Yard Drainage 

1. Water Pooling & Standing Water 

https://mylandscapecontractor.com/service/yard-drainage/


One of the most noticeable signs of poor drainage is standing water in your yard. When water 

accumulates in low spots or remains stagnant after rain, it creates a breeding ground for 

mosquitoes and pests. Additionally, standing water can make your lawn unusable, leaving 

muddy patches that take days to dry. 

2. Lawn & Plant Damage 

Excess water can suffocate grass and plant roots, preventing them from receiving essential 

oxygen. Over time, this leads to root rot, yellowing grass, and plant death. If your garden beds 

or lawn frequently appear oversaturated, improper drainage may be the culprit. 

3. Soil Erosion 

When water doesn’t drain properly, it can wash away topsoil, leading to soil erosion. This not 

only affects the aesthetics of your yard but also reduces soil fertility. Erosion can create uneven 

ground, making it challenging to maintain a beautiful landscape. 

4. Foundation & Structural Issues 

One of the most severe consequences of poor yard drainage is foundation damage. If water 

consistently pools around your home’s foundation, it can seep into the basement or weaken the 

structure over time. Cracks in walls, mold growth, and water stains are all signs that poor 

drainage is affecting your property’s foundation. 

5. Driveway & Walkway Damage 

Excess water doesn’t just affect your lawn—it can also damage hardscapes like driveways, 

sidewalks, and patios. If water is not properly directed away, it can cause concrete and pavers to 

crack or shift. This creates tripping hazards and costly repairs down the line. 

How to Fix Poor Yard Drainage 

1. Install French Drains 

French drains are a popular solution for redirecting excess water away from your yard. They 

consist of a perforated pipe buried in a trench filled with gravel, allowing water to flow away 

from problem areas. A yard drainage contractor in Chicagoland can install a French drain system 

tailored to your yard’s specific needs. 



2. Use Downspout Extensions 

Improperly placed downspouts can lead to water pooling near your home’s foundation. By 

extending downspouts further away from your house, you can prevent water from 

accumulating in one spot. This simple yet effective solution helps reduce foundation damage 

and excess moisture near your home. 

3. Build a Dry Creek Bed 

A dry creek bed is both a functional and aesthetically pleasing solution to drainage issues. It is 

essentially a shallow trench filled with decorative rocks that channel water away from low-lying 

areas. This method mimics the natural flow of water and prevents erosion while adding visual 

appeal to your landscape. 

4. Regrade Your Yard 

If your yard slopes toward your house rather than away, water is more likely to pool around 

your foundation. Regrading involves reshaping your yard’s slope to ensure that water naturally 

drains away from your home. A Yard Drainage Contractor in Chicagoland can assess your yard 

and make the necessary adjustments for improved drainage. 

5. Install a Catch Basin 

Catch basins are effective at collecting and redirecting excess water from your yard. Installed at 

low points, these basins connect to underground pipes that lead water away from your 

property. They are particularly useful for areas that experience frequent water accumulation. 

6. Choose Permeable Pavers for Hardscapes 

Traditional concrete and asphalt surfaces contribute to poor drainage by preventing water from 

seeping into the soil. Permeable pavers, on the other hand, allow water to pass through gaps 

between the pavers, reducing runoff and improving drainage. This is an excellent option for 

driveways, patios, and walkways. 

Conclusion 

Poor yard drainage can cause a host of problems, from soggy lawns to foundation damage. By 

taking proactive steps such as installing French drains, regrading your yard, and choosing 

permeable pavers, you can effectively manage water flow and protect your property. If you’re 



dealing with drainage issues, working with a professional Yard Drainage Contractor in 

Chicagoland can ensure the best long-term solutions. Additionally, if you’re considering 

enhancing your outdoor space with a new patio, paver patio contractors can provide durable, 

drainage-friendly hardscape solutions that prevent future water issues while adding beauty to 

your yard. 
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